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Absence 
 
Regular and punctual attendance of pupils at school is expected. It is both a legal requirement and 
essential in order for pupils to maximise their learning. 
 
If your child is away from school due to illness or any other matter, the school must be notified by 
a phone call to the office by 9.30am on the first day of absence. It is important that the absence is 
followed up with a written explanation upon your child’s return to school. If an absence is not 
confirmed in writing, this may result in the absence being recorded as unauthorised. 
 

Term time holidays 
 

As stated above, children of school age who are registered at a school must, by law, attend that 
school regularly. Regular attendance is the best way of ensuring that a child makes the most of the 
educational opportunities which are available to him or her. 
 
When a child is absent from school, he or she misses not only the teaching provided but is also less 
prepared for the lessons after his or her return and time is taken away from school staff, as they try 
to get any previously missing pupil ‘up to speed’ with the learning.  
 
There are only 190 statutory school days in one year and 175 days (weekends and school holidays) 
available to use for holidays. Therefore, every school day counts! 
 
Recent Amendments (2013) to previous regulations (2006) removed references to family holidays 
and extended leave. The amendments make it clear that head teachers may not grant any leave of 
absence during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances and that head teachers 
should determine the number of school days a child can be away from school if the leave is granted. 

 
Attendance 

 
If your child is registered at school you must ensure that they attend regularly. 
 
The regulations make it clear that parents do not have any right or entitlement to take a child out 
of school for the purposes of a term time holiday.  
 
If parents take their child on holiday in term time this will be counted as unauthorised absence - this 
is the same as truancy and you may be at risk of a Fixed Penalty Notice  being applied.  

 
Please speak to the school directly, if you feel you need to take your child out of school in exceptional 
circumstances.  
 
Punctuality is also important; lateness not only hinders the child’s education but also disturbs other 
children. Cases of non-attendance and concerns about persistent absence or persistent lateness 
may be reported to the Education Welfare Officer at Lincolnshire County Council. 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/2157/penalty_notice_code_of_conduct
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Further information is available in the Attendance Policy, a copy of which is available from the school 

office.  

 
Attendance 2019/20 

 
Please note:  
Due to Covid 19 and Government guidelines Attendance has not be recorded during school closure from 20.3.2020 to 21.7.2020 

 
 

Number of Unauthorised Absences                   Total School Average      1.00%   
Number of Authorised Absences                       Total School Average      3.34%   
Number of Pupils recorded as Present             Total School Average    95.76% 


